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ñMy mosquito bite itches,ò is often heard from 

children in our families and neighborhoods. 

But in Africa, mosquito bites cause an  

entirely different ï and deadly ï reaction:   

Mosquitoes often spread malaria, a disease  

that is preventable and treatable. 

Children younger than age 5 

bear the brunt of this  

devastating disease that kills 

more than 800,000 people 

each year.  Thatôs the  

equivalent of losing the entire  

Grand Rapids-area popula-

tion in just one year! 

While malaria has been virtually eradicated 

from the United States for nearly 60 years,  

the disease remains endemic in tropical and 

subtropical climates in Africa, Asia and  

Latin America.   

According to the ELCA, ñthe ELCA Malaria  

Campaign is joining hands with 11 Lutheran 

church bodies in Africa and becoming part of an 

historic global movement to say, óenough is 

enough!ô  No child, no person, should die of a  

disease that is both preventable and treatable.ò 

ELCAôs Malaria Campaign is raising   

$15 million to help prevent, treat and educate  

communities in Africa about malaria and  

eliminate deaths from this diseaseðfor good.  

The campaign will help provide mosquito  

nets, insecticides, medication, health care,  

education and more. 

Together with our church 

partners, we are poised to 

bring about a massive grass-

roots movement to contain 

malaria and bring hope to 

those who suffer.   

Lutheran churches in Africa 

arenôt just places of worship:  

They are the center of community life.  Thatôs 

what makes our workðthe work of the church, 

through churchesðperfectly positioned to make 

a difference.  

Trinityôs Sunday School children have  

embraced this effort, and each week are  

bringing offerings.  The entire Trinity family  

is invited to join in supporting the ELCA  

Malaria Campaign. 

Youôll find lots of information about Trinityôs 

efforts to support the ELCA Malaria Campaign 

throughout this Messenger, including Pastor 

Galenôs message (page 3).   

Trinity Joins  

ELCA  

Malaria  

Campaign  

No child, no person, should  

die of a disease that is both 

preventable and treatable. 

Count Me In! 

Thanks for your  

support!  Malaria  

Campaign brochures 

(with easy-to-return 

envelopes) are included 

in printed copies of the 

Messenger, and they 

are also available at all 

worship entrances and 

near the Church Office. 

 

Make checks payable to 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

(write ñmalariaò on the 

memo line). 

 

How will my  

contribution help? 

- $10:  Insecticide-

treated mosquito net 

given to a family 

- $50:  Medicines will 

help save the lives of 

25 people infected 

with malaria 

 

Resources 

- ELCA Malaria  

campaign:  

www.elca.org/malaria  

- Centers for Disease 

Control:  http://

www.cdc.gov/malaria/

index.html 

- World Health  

Organization:   

http://tinyurl.com/ 

WHO-malaria 

http://www.cdc.gov/malaria/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/malaria/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/malaria/index.html
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Whatôs Going on at Trinity this Month? 

Mark your calendar today!   

Special Days, Meetings and Events 

Weekly Events 

This Month at Trinity  

Sundays: 

- Traditional Worship:  8:15 & 11:15 a.m. 

- Rejoice Contemporary Worship:   

9 & 10 a.m. 

- Sunday School, 10 a.m. 

- High School Education, 10 a.m. 

- Adult Education, 10 a.m. (except Feb. 12) 

- Accidentals, 12:30 p.m. 

- ABC, 6 p.m. (except Feb. 5) 

- Middle School Youth Group, 7 p.m.  

(except Feb. 5) 

 

Mondays: 

- Rejoice Band Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Tuesdays: 

- Womenôs Bible Studies led by Rebecca 

Ulrich and Pastor Sarah, 9:30 a.m.  

 

Wednesdays, through Feb. 15  

- Pastor Sarahôs Bible Study, 9:45 a.m.  

- Quilting, 10 a.m. 

- Wild Wednesdays Dinner, 5:15 p.m. 

- Cantus Choir, 6-6:30 p.m. 

- Augsburg Choir, 6:30-7:15 p.m. 

- Alleluia Chimers Bell Choir, 6-6:30 p.m. 

- Trinity Lutheran Chorale, 7:15-8 p.m. 

- Pastor Galenôs Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. 

- Zumba, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesdays, Feb. 29 through March 28 

- Pastor Sarahôs Grace Group, 9:45 a.m. 

- Quilting, 10 a.m. 

- Soup Supper, 5:30 p.m. 

- Cantus Choir, 6-6:30 p.m. 

- Augsburg Choir, 6:30-7:15 p.m. 

- Alleluia Chimers Bell Choir, 6-6:30 p.m. 

- Zumba, 6 p.m. (begins Feb. 22) 

- Trinity Lutheran Chorale, 7:15-8 p.m. 

- Lenten Worship, 7 p.m. 

 

Thursdays: 

- Resound Bells, 6 p.m. 

- Trinity Choir, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Fridays: 

- Womenôs Bible Study,  9:30 a.m. (meets 

every Friday except Feb. 10) 

February 

Wednesdays, Feb. 1, 8 and 15: 

- Wild Wednesdays, 5:15 p.m.  

 

Wednesday. Feb, 1: 

- Parents of Special Needs Children, 

6:15 p.m. 

 

Fridays, Feb. 3, 17, and 24: 

- Friday Morning WBS, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Saturday, Feb. 4: 

- Trivia Night, 5:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, Feb. 5: 

- Souper Bowl Sunday 

- Blood Pressure Screening  

- Sunday Night Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 7: 

- Worship and Music, 7 p.m. 

 

Friday, Feb. 10: 

- Friday Morning Womenôs Book 
Club, 9:30 a.m., contact Rose  

Ranville at 949-6033 

- High School Lock-In begins, 8 p.m. 

 

Saturday, Feb. 11: 

- High School Lock-In ends, 8 a.m. 

 

Sunday, Feb. 12: 

- Fair Trade Coffee Sales  

- Stephen Ministry Peer Support,  

9 a.m. 

 

Monday, Feb. 13: 

- Messenger articles due 

- Property Committee, 6 p.m. 

- Church Council, 7 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 15: 

- Cooking Among Friends, 7 p.m. 

- Parents of Special Needs Children, 

6:15 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 16: 

- LATTE, 9:30 a.m. 

- Bridge, 1 p.m. 

- Degage, 6 p.m. 

 

Friday, Feb. 17 

- Family Movie Night, 5:30 p.m. 

- Degage, 6 p.m. 

 

Sunday, Feb. 19: 

- Mission Trip Meeting 1:15 p.m. 

- Sunday Night Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Monday, Feb. 20: 

- Needles, Hooks & Books, 7 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 21: 

- Sarah Guild at the home of  

Margaret Crummel, 7 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 22, Ash Wednesday: 

- Worship, 4 and 7 p.m.  

 

Thursday, Feb. 23: 

- Messenger assembly, 10 a.m. 

 

Saturday, Feb. 25: 

- High School Youth Worship, 5 p.m. 

 

Sunday, Feb. 26: 

- Lenten Grace Groups begin at Trinity 

and in member homes 

 

Monday, Feb. 27:   

- Faceless Band Rehearsal, 7 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 29: 

- Soup Supper, 5:30 p.m. 

- Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 

6 p.m. 

- Lenten Worship, 7 p.m. 
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Pastor Galenôs Message 

A s disciples of Jesus we can 

help end malaria that is now 

leading to the death of 800,000 people each 

year.  And most are children.  As disciples of Jesus we can 

join the children of Trinity who are making a difference in 

this fight for life. 

First, some context: This year the church is reading from 

Markôs Gospel.  At Jesusô baptism the Spirit of God  

descended upon him like a dove.   

And, throughout Jesusô ministry, according to Mark, Jesus 

brought the Spirit of God to 

those who were in need of 

healing.  Jesus healed Simonôs 

mother-in-law who was in bed 

with a fever.   

He touched and healed a man 

with leprosy, a paralytic, a 

man with a withered hand, and 

a woman with a 12-year  

condition of hemorrhages.  He 

cast out unclean spirits.  He 

raised the dead.  He gave  

hearing to the deaf and sight 

to the blind.   

And he forgave sins and  

restored relationships.  Jesus brought healing. 

And now, so does his church.  Trinity Lutheran Church is 

committed to being a place of healing and wholeness.  This 

commitment is for those in need both in our congregation 

membership and for our community.   

We define community broadly to include the greater Grand 

Rapids area, our region of the country, nationally, and  

globally.  Our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA) is a leader in global health initiatives.  And Trinity is 

a significant partner in the ELCA. 

Beginning in January, the offerings from our Sunday School 

will go to the ELCA Malaria Project.  This initiative is only 

beginning with our children.  They are leading.  You  

can follow.  Other groups in the congregation may  

also participate. 

Here are some malaria facts:  Malaria claims the life of a 

child every 45 seconds.  Nine out of 10 deaths are of those 

living in Africa.  An African child has on average between 

1.6 and 5.4 episodes of malaria each year.  In countries with 

high rates of malaria, the disease accounts for 60 percent of 

health clinic visits.  Malaria is treatable and preventable. 

The ELCA Malaria Campaign asks us to Pray, Learn,  

and Invite.   

Pray for the health and well-being of all of the world, and  

our work to stop deaths from malaria.   

Learn more about malaria, the 

ELCA Malaria Campaign and 

how you can help.   

Invite friends, family and 

your congregation to take a 

stand and help end malaria.   

Gifts, as small as $10, will 

provide an insecticide-treated 

mosquito net and education to 

protect a family from malaria.   

A gift of $100 trains a  

village health team to help 

treat and prevent malaria in  

their community.   

A gift of $250 provides enough medicine to prevent  

125 women and their babies from contracting malaria  

in their community. 

During Lent we will be inviting members to make financial 

contributions to help Trinity be a significant partner in this 

campaign.   

Gifts are welcome at any time, designated to Trinityôs ELCA 

Malaria Campaign.  Jesus said, ñLet the little children come 

to me!ò  They are following the Lord.  Let us all join them 

because Jesus brings healing. 

Pastor Galen Knutson 

Pastor Galen 

Knutson,  

Intentional Interim  

Senior Pastor 

As disciples of Jesus we can join the children of Trinity who 
are making a difference in fighting for life free from malaria. 

Jesus Brings Healing 
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Here are some updates from our past Council meeting: 

Â The four Advent services averaged 50-80 people at each service. 

Â Christmas weekend attendance was estimated at 1,500. 

Â Sunday School average attendance is now 63 children. 

Â The Nursery is full on Sunday.  We now have six Nursery attendants.  This is a direct result of many new 

families joining us with small children. 

Â More than 80 new members joined Trinity during 2011. 

Â Janine Johnson was hired in the newly created part-time position of communication specialist.   

Â Council has approved and we are searching for a partner in ministry for congregational life.  This person will 

work with our new members, volunteerism and member support, among other responsibilities. 

Â Property Committee is considering the replacement of carpeting in Centennial Hall.  Squares would be used 

for ease of replacement, when necessary.  Also, the roof in the electrical room needs repair from all the rain 

during December. 

Â Benevolence and Outreach Committee reported 120 meals were delivered for Thanksgiving and 200 meals for 

Christmas.  The committee is evaluating ideas to improve our volunteering and direct interaction for the 2012 

Holiday meals project.  It also reported 50 coats (plus assorted hats and gloves) were given for the Coat Drive.   

Â Trinity will host Family Promise (IHN) the week of March 18.  Additional coordinators are needed for this 

program.  Please consider this volunteer opportunity! 

Â Thank you to all for attending the annual meeting and sharing your salad, main dish or dessert with us.  A very 

special thank you to our staff, council members and volunteers that worked to make this a great once-a-year 

event.  During the meeting, we recognized Todd Brandstadt, Renee Fisk, and Fred Wilcox, each of whom 

elected to volunteer for another three-year term on Church Council.  John Basher, who joined us when Dave 

Johnson moved to council vice president, decided to join us for a full three-year term.  Dave will be ending his 

council service in May after a two, six-year terms.  On behalf of all of us at Trinity, thank you! 

As you think of anything that may be of interest for our council, please contact any member as listed on our  

website, or just send me an email at fred_ulreich@comcast.net. 

In His service, 

Fred W. Ulreich 

Fred Ulreich  

Council 

President 

The Bible 101 Challenge 

The Bible 101 Challenge Daily Readings 

Join us as we journey through Scripture.  Use the list to guide your readings for this month.  You may also wish to follow along  

with Pastor Sarahôs blog:  www.bible101challenge.wordpress.com, and/or find Pastor Sarah on Facebook.  You are also welcome to 

participate in Pastor Sarahôs Bible study on Wednesday mornings at 9:45 a.m., where she reviews the previous weekôs readings.   

Questions?  Contact Pastor Sarah, sarah.stobie@tlcgr.org, 949-2492, ext. 24. 

Week of: Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Jan. 29-Feb. 4 2 Chronicles 35-
36 

Ezra 1-4 Ezra 5-7 Ezra 8-10 Nehemiah 1-4 Nehemiah 5-7 Nehemiah 8-10 

Feb. 5-11 Nehemiah 11-
13 

Esther 1-4 Esther 5-10 Job 1-4 Job 5-8 Job 9-12 Job 13-17 

Feb. 12-18 Job 18-21 Job 22-26 Job 27-30 Job 31-34 Job 35-38 Job 39-42 Psalms 1-7 

Feb. 19-25 Psalms 8-14 Psalms 15-18 Psalms 19-24 Psalms 25-30 Psalms 31-34 Psalms 35-37 Psalms 38-42 

Feb. 26- 

March 3 
Psalms 43-48 Psalms 49-54 Psalms 55-60 Psalms 61-67 Psalms 68-71 Psalms 72-75 Psalms 76-78 

Council Corner 

http://www.bible101challenge.wordpress.com
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Pastor Sarahôs Message 

W hatôs the deal with Grace Groups?  What is a Grace Group anyway? 

When I first came to Trinity, I thought Grace Groups were mini-support 

groups with people meeting in each otherôs homesðthe ñgraceò for me was 

more about seeking Godôs grace, and what a better time to be in a support group than Lent???  

In fact, I loved this about Trinityðmy personal experience with support groups has always been  

favorable, and so I was really pleased that Trinity offered this ministry to its congregation! 

But I was completely wrong, and the staff at that time had a really good laugh. 

But, perhaps, if you are new to Trinity in the past few yearsðor, you have never been in a Grace 

Groupðyou are thinking along the same lines?  Perhaps you arenôt sure what a ñgrace groupò does? 

First off, Grace Groups are not church-sponsored support groups for people going through problems.   

Grace Groups are small groups of people gathered together to discuss the topics provided in the 

Grace Group devotional during the six-week season of Lent.  Itôs that simpleðyou get together, if 

youôre lucky you get some food, and you participate in a small-group Bible study.  Thatôs what you 

do when you are a member of a Grace Group. 

Some groups meet in homes, and some here at the church.  Some groups meet during the day, or at 

night.  Some groups here at the church have Nursery, others donôt.  Some groups are geared to certain 

aged demographics (if you want to hear that Jesus was one cool dude, come to my High School 

Group on Wednesday nights), and others are open to any and allé 

Grace Group leaders are not trained facilitators.  They donôt have all of the answersðthey were just 

brave enough to say that they would lead the discussions. 

In fact, we are looking for a few more brave people who are willing to lead a group, in their home or 

here at the church or at their local coffee shop.   

And weôre looking for a LOT of brave people to participate in a Grace Group, especially if you have 

never done this before and arenôt sure you will know what to ñdiscussò if the facilitator asks a  

question... 

Take heart.  Itôs all about growing in our faith together.  No one was BORN with the in-depth 

knowledge of a Biblical scholar.  With the Spirit guiding us, it takes a lot of time, study and patience 

to learn the Word of God.  Grace Groups, they help in the process.  Itôs a friendly environment of 

other Trinity members who are learning too. 

So DO join a Grace Group this year.   

Really bold?  Become a facilitator!   

And are you really, really bold?  Form your own Grace Group of 6-10 people and let Sylvia know!   

Sylvia Stouten is our staff leader of this project, so I encourage you to connect with her about your 

participation this year (you can reach Sylvia at 949-2492, ext. 21, Sylvia.stouten@tlcgr.org).  She has 

the devotional booklets that you will need!   

Have some fun and learn together this Lent! 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Sarah Stobie, 

Associate Pastor 
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New Member Curiosity Classes:   

Tuesdays, April 10, 17 and 24 

6 to 8 p.m.   

Á 6 p.m. Family dinner 

Á 6:30 p.m. Class (childcare  

provided):  Overview about  

Trinity, Lutheranism 101, review 

of Sacraments, the ELCA,  

spiritual gifts and discipleship 

 

New Member  

VIP Orientation Night:   

Tuesday, May 1 

Á 6 p.m. Family dinner 

Á 6:30 p.m. This night is focused 

on honoring our new members 

(including those who have  

recently transferred) and  

connecting with staff members 

(childcare provided) 

New Member Reception:   

Sunday, May 6 

 

New members are formally  

welcomed into membership during  

the 10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. worship 

services (choose the service you  

wish to attend) 

Thinking About Joining Trinity?  

T rinity's Curiosity classes are designed for people potentially interested in  

joining Trinity.  There is no obligation to join Trinity at the conclusion of the 

classes.  We welcome you! 

Trinity provides childcare and a free family dinner (6 p.m.); class begins at 6:30 p.m.   

Do you know friends or neighbors who are seeking a church family?  Please share this 

information with them, or pick up a Welcome to Trinity brochure. 

Happy Valentineôs Day! 
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L ent is a short 40-day season that helps us prepare for an 

immersion in the central story of our faith, the death and  

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  (One 40-day counting system  

begins on the First Sunday of Lent and ends on Maundy  

Thursday; another begins on Ash Wednesday, excludes  

Sundays and ends on Saturday before Easter ï this will not  

be on a test.) 

Lenten traditions have evolved over the centuries.  Early traces 

of a pre-Easter season show the Church preparing adults for 

baptism.   

While evidence of infant baptism is found in the New  

Testament itself, the norm for the first few centuries of the 

Church was adult conversion and baptism.  As the number of 

converts to Christianity increased there was need for a more 

regularized process.  That process had variations from place to 

place.  Often the time of preparation for adult baptism lasted a 

year or more, and the final weeks before baptism at Easter  

were a time of intense preparation.  This process was called the 

catechumenate. 

In the fourth century, Christianity became the favored religion 

of the Roman Empire and the Church was overwhelmed with 

the number of new adult converts.  But by the fifth and sixth 

centuries most baptisms were of infants.  Meanwhile, the  

weeks before Easter also became a time for reconciliation of 

Christians who had lapsed in their faith practices, or had been 

excluded from the Church for public sin. 

Originally, this process of reconciliation involved the prayers of 

the whole Church, but over time, it became a private process 

between a penitent and confessor.  Yet, that was unsatisfactory 

to the Church that understood its own communal role in recon-

ciliation.   

And so in 9th century reforms, the Lenten season became a 

time for the whole Church to become a penitent community.  

And Easter became a time of reconciliation that was  

completed with the reception of Eucharist.  Since then, Lent  

has been a time for renewal.  It has been marked by the  

simplicity suggested in Jesusô 40 days of fasting and prayer in 

the wilderness where he was tempted to abandon his mission as 

the messiah and his identity as the Son of God. 

In recent years many churches have focused again on our  

renewal as the baptized people of God.  So Lent has been a  

time for spiritual growth by focusing on discipleship.  Some 

congregations have even started catechumenate programs to 

prepare adults for baptism or active adult discipleship.  Rather 

than just ñgiving something up for Lentò (usually food), the 

focus of baptismal renewal is to taking on a new spiritual  

practice or by making a new commitment to ñgo in peace and 

serve the Lord.ò 

Pastor Galen Knutson 

Lenten 
renewal 

Wednesday, Feb. 22:  Ash Wednesday,  

Worship at 4 and 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 29-March 28:  Soup  

Supper, 5:30 p.m. & Lenten Worship, 7 p.m. 

Sunday, April 1:  Palm Sunday 

Thursday, April 5:  Maundy Thursday,  

Seder Meal at 5 p.m., Traditional  

Worship at 7 p.m.  

Friday, April 6:  Good Friday,  

Worship at 7 p.m. 

Sunday, April 8:  Easter, Worship at 8:15, 

9:30 and 11:15 a.m., Easter Breakfast  

served 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Lent & Easter at Trinity:  Join Us!  
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Grace Groups are a Trinity Tradition  

For many years now, members of our church 

family have gathered together weekly in 

small groups during Lent at church or in each 

otherôs homes to deepen our relationship 

with God and to form meaningful relation-

ships with each other. These study groups are 

short-term (weekly meetings for only five 

weeks). Grace Groups are not a big time 

commitment, but they have proven to have 

significant benefits to the participants. 

ñGiving Upò vs. ñAddingò for Lent 

How often do you hear someone mention 

something that they have given up for Lent?  

How does giving up chocolate or pop bring a 

person closer to God?  Instead, think about 

what you could add ð perhaps volunteering 

your time, reading a daily devotion, or  

perhaps a Bible study? Wouldnôt adding 

something really meaningful do more to 

deepen your relationship with God than  

giving something up? 

Grace Group Sign-ups 

Sign up now to join a Grace Group on the 

large poster board outside of the Church  

Office. There are small groups available at 

many different geographic locations, times, 

days of the week, and some have childcare 

available.  A study booklet will be provided 

to each participant to help facilitate our  

understanding and to promote lively, thought

-provoking small group discussions.   

Grace Group Dates 

Grace Groups will be held during the weeks 

of Feb. 26, and March 4, 11, 18 and 25; we 

do not meet during Holy Week.  

As Christians all over the world take time 

during Lent to examine their walk with God, 

every Trinity member is given an opportunity 

to participate in one of these short-term 

weekly small-group Bible studies to read and 

reflect on Godôs word. Please prayerfully 

consider this exciting and truly significant 

opportunity afforded to us on our spiritual 

journeys of faith during Lent.   

Questions?  Contact Sylvia Stouten, partner 

in ministry for discipleship,   

sylvia.stouten@tlcgr.org, 949-2492, ext. 21. 

Sign Up Now  

for Grace Groups 
 

Five-Week Study  

Focused on Path of Discipleship 

Adult Education at Trinity  

Weekly (current study/focus) 

- Sunday Morning Adult Education, 

Sundays, 10-11 a.m., Parlor 

(Revelation) 

- Meets all Sundays in February 
except Feb. 12 

- Sunday Evening Bible Study, first 

and third SundaysðFeb. 5 and 19,  

6:30-8 p.m., Parlor (How  

Lutherans Read the Bible) 

- Tuesday Morning Womenôs Bible 

Study with Pastor Sarah,  

Tuesdays, 9:30-11 a.m., Childcare 

provided (David) 

- Tuesday Morning Womenôs Bible 

Study with Rebecca Ulrich,  
Tuesdays, 9:30-11 a.m., Childcare 

provided (Angels) 

- Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

with Pastor Sarah, Wednesdays, 

9:45 a.m., Adult Forum 

- Feb. 1ðEzra/Nehemiah 

- Feb. 8ðEsther 

- Feb. 15ðJob 

- Feb. 22ðPsalms 1-42 

- Feb. 29ðWe will begin a 

Grace Group for 5 weeks 
- April 4ðReturn to Bible 101:  

Isaiah 

- Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

with Pastor Galen, Wednesdays,  

6:30-7:30 p.m., Parlor (Worship 

Texts) 

- Friday Morning Womenôs Bible 

Study, Fridays (except 2nd week), 

9:30-11 a.m., Parlor 

Monthly  

- Sarah Guild, 3rd Tuesdays, 7 p.m., 
membersô homes 

- LATTE, 3rd Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.,  

Parlor 

- Friday Morning Womenôs Book 

Club, second Fridays, 9:30 a.m., 

membersô homes 

Ongoing Adult 

Education 

mailto:sylvia.stouten@tlcgr.org
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Childrenôs Ministries Updates 

Childrenôs Ministries 

- Sunday School for children aged  

4-6th grade, Sundays, 10-11 a.m.   

- Cantus Choir (Age 4-2nd Grade), 

Wednesdays, 6-6:30 p.m. 

- Augsburg Choir (3rd-5th Grades),  

Wednesdays, 6:30-7:15 p.m. 

- Alleluia Chimers Bell Choir  

(3rd-8th Grades), Wednesdays,  

6-6:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Events 

A Family Movie Premiere:  Friday, 

Feb. 17 

5th Grade First Communion Training:  

Sundays, March 11 and 25,  

5 to 6 p.m. 

Saturday Night Live:  Saturday, 

March 17 

Easter Egg Hunt:  Saturday, March 31 

5th Grade First  

Communion Training 

All 5th grade students and their 

parents are invited to attend a  

two-session training about first 

communion from 5 to 6 p.m. on 

Sundays, March 11 and 25, in  

the Sanctuary.  Watch for more 

details. 

Booklets will be used to help  

parents do lessons at home, too. 

We will begin taking RSVPs 

soon.  Questions?  Please connect 

with Pastor Sarah. 

Sunday School children are joining the ELCA's global campaign to end 

malaria by 2015 by raising funds and awareness about this deadly but  

preventable and treatable disease. 

Sunday School offerings are being directed to the campaign.  If youôd like 

to support the efforts, make checks payable to Trinity (and write ñMalariaò 

in the memo line). 

We are also selling T-shirts (Trinity Lutheran Church fights for...Hope, 

End Malaria by 2015) for the Malaria Campaign (order form below).    

Questions?  Contact Mr. Tim, tim.vanderbilt@tlcgr.org, 949-2492, ext. 14. 

Sunday School Focuses on Malaria 
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Why a Family Experienceé 

By Tim Van Der Bilt  

Partner in MinistryðChildrenôs Ministries 

Question:  When is the last time your family sat down for a family dinner with no TV, cell 

phones, laptops, or other electronic distractions?  A recent study done by George Barna shows  

that although families may find the time to have a family dinner, 46 percent of kids and 41 percent of 

parents will use an electronic device during that dinner. 

Question:  When is the last time your family enjoyed a shared experience togetherðwithout  

parents working, family members talking on the phone, or kids playing in one room and the  

parents doing something in another?  I know our lives are busy, taking a family out is expensive,  

and there are many other factors at play.   

Question:  When is the last time you had a spiritual conversation with your kids?  I donôt mean 

just reading devotions together out of obligation.  I mean you and your children talking about God and 

where He is active in your lives.   

A local Grand Rapids church did a survey and found that 18 percent of its congregation had talked 

about God with their kids the week before they took the survey.  Kara Powell and Fuller Seminary  

studied 500 kids from birth through high school graduation.  Each one of the kids were regular Sunday 

church-goers and participants in church childrenôs and youth functions.  After graduation, these kids 

were asked to explain the gospel message, and one-third of them didnôt use the word Jesus.   

Question:  Why isnôt Trinityôs Family Experience program a priority in your familyôs life?   
Family Experience is a new tradition at Trinity, and we invite you to be part of it!   

Each event we hold is an opportunity for you to enjoy a night as family where the only thing you need 

to do is to plan to come.  Family Experience provides a night where you can turn off the cell phones and 

distractions of life ð and simply enjoy spending time with your family.   

Each Family Experience is going to be a learning opportunity for your family; itôs that kind of shared 

experience that can begin a conversation about God.   

As a past member of SpringHill Camps staff, I asked kids each night where they saw God that day.  

Usually after the first couple of days, kids couldnôt wait to share their answers ð because they got into 

the habit of having God-centered conversations.   

Is your family in a God-centered conversation habit?  A conversation in the car ride after a Family  

Experience event is a great way to start this habit. 

Question:  My kids are grown up...we donôt have children...I donôt have a spouse...Why would I 

come to a Family Experience event?  We are designed to be in community with each other, we are 

created by God to be a family of God.   

So, no matter what your circumstances, you still have a family:  A church family.  So, you, too, can 

come to a Family Experience event because your church family is there. 

Last year, we had two family experiences.  The first was Saturday Night Live, which was very similar 

to the TV show but with a God-centered approach.  At this event, we welcomed moms and dads with 

kids, individuals and couples who donôt have kids, and families whose kids are grown up.  Together, we 

united as a church family and had a Family Experience that was unforgettable. 

The second was the Christmas program where kids shared their talents with their church family, again 

creating memories that will last forever. 

We have two Family Experience events scheduled in the next couple of months: 

Movie Premiere Night on Friday, Feb. 17, beginning at 5:30 p.m.  We will have paparazzi, a red carpet, 

The Smurfs movie, pizza, popcorn, sômores (yep, I said sômores...as in marshmallows roasting over a 

campfire!). 

The second is the return of Saturday Night Live on Saturday, March 17 at 6:30 p.m.  You will enjoy 

new skits, new variations of your favorites, performances by Faceless and The FX kids.   

These nights promise to create unforgettable memories and a way start those God-centered conversa-

tions. So, mark your calendars now and make these family experiences a priority for your family. 

Tim Van Der Bilt 
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Brand-new skits and new versions of your favorites performed by 
Trinity children and youth and former SpringHill Camps staff 

A night filled with fun for all ages 

Snacks provided 

Nursery provided for children aged 2 and younger 

Offering will be taken for the ELCA Malaria Campaign 

Childrenõs 

Easter Egg 

Hunt  

Saturday, March 31 

10 a.m. to noon  

More details to come! 

Family Experience  

Movie Prem iere Ni ght  

Friday, Feb. 17  

 
5:30 p.m.:  Dinnerðmake-your-own pizza  
6 p.m.:  Complimentary child care (age 3 and younger) 
6:30 p.m.:  Now Playing: The Smurfs 
The After-Party: Make-your-own sômores  
 
RSVP required (sign up outside Mr. Timôs office, or send him an 
email at tim.vanderbilt@tlcgr.org). 

 
Come walk the red carpet, pose for paparazzi  

and enjoy a night for the whole family! 

Saturday Night Live  

Saturday, March 17  
6:30 p.m., Centennial Hall 

featuringé  

Movie  

Prem iere Ni ght  

Friday, Feb. 17  

RSVP TICKET  

Return to Tim Van Der Bilt by 

Sunday, Feb. 12 

Number of people attending 

  

First & Last Name  

(Child/Children) 
  

 Parent First & Last Name 

 

Phone 

  

Email 
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Youth Ministries Updates 

Middle School Youth (6-8th Grades) 

- Grade 6:  Sunday School, Sundays,  

10 a.m.  

- ABC (7th-8th graders):  Sundays,  

6-7 p.m., Centennial Hall 

- Middle School Youth Group (6th-8th 

grades):  Sundays, 7-8 p.m. 

- Alleluia Chimers Bell Choir 

(3rd-8th Grades), 6-6:30 p.m. 

- Trinity Lutheran Chorale (TLC)  

(6th-8th Grades), 7:15-8 p.m. 

High School Youth (9-12th Grades) 

- High School Education:  Sundays,  

10 to 11 a.m., Youth Room. 

- Trinity Choir, rehearses Thursdays,  

7:30-9 p.m. 

- Accidentals Bell Choir, rehearses  

Sundays, 12:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Events 

- High School Lock-In: 8 p.m., Friday, 

Feb. 10 

- High School Youth Worship:  5 p.m., 

Saturday, Feb. 25 

- Winter Jam:  Sunday, April 1 

- Youth Workcamp Mission Trip:  

July 7-14 

Ongoing Youth 

Opportunities 

High School Youth Group:  Watch your email/mail for exciting news and changes for 

High School Youth Group. 

Souper Bowl Sunday:  High school and middle school youth 

will collect contributions from worship participants at all  

services on Sunday, Feb. 5. Youth should also come with their 

own contributions! 

High School Lock-Inðthe Harry Potter Experience:   Friday, Feb. 10, beginning at  

8 p.m. here at Trinity.  We will dress in our favorite Harry Potter gear (go all out!) and 

we will play Quidditch (4 houses, 2 games with the House Cup awarded at the end)!  We 

will watch parts 1 and 2 of Deathly Hallows.  You wonôt want to miss this, so save the 

date.  Watch your email!  RSVP is required if you want to play Quidditch (and who 

doesnôt???) and choose your own house.  Questions? Email Pastor Sarah (aka Madam 

Hooch), sarah.stobie@tlcgr.org.  Oh, yeahéitôs gonna be good. 

High School Events Open to All:  Although we are unable to add participants to our 

Workcamp Mission trip at this time, please note that all high school-aged students are 

welcome to attend all of Trinityôs high school youth events (they are not just for youth 

going on the mission trip).  We encourage you to attend our Wednesday night activities 

and Saturday night High School Worship (this month:  5 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 25). 

Mission Trip Fundraisers:  This spring enjoy a lovely Easter breakfastðand feel good 

about getting your closets cleaned out prior to Trinityôs Rummage Sale.  Proceeds from 

both events assist with the Workcamp Mission trip expenses.   

1. Easter Breakfast:  Sunday, April 8 

2. Rummage Sale:  May 3-5 (As you spring clean your house and go through your 

closets, please save your items for our sale.  The Rummage Sale is our largest effort, 

and we appreciate your support!  Watch the weekly bulletins on furniture pick-ups.) 

Many of Trinityôs middle 
school-aged students 
attended Youthquake in 
Lansing in January (an 
event sponsored by the 
ELCAôs North/West 
Lower Michigan Synod).   
 
And Trinity was the place 
to be for the Middle 
School Lock-In (lower left 
photo). 

mailto:sarah.stobie@tlcgr.org
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The ELCA Youth Gathering, an event sponsored by the ELCAôs North/West 
Lower Michigan Synod, connected Trinityôs youth with others from around the 
state.  Our youth also participated in service projects. 

Trinityôs middle 
and high 
school-aged 
students  
joined Trinityôs 
Christmas  
caroling party 
at MapleCreek. 
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Study 

Pastor Galenôs Bible Study, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.  

Zumba 
Zumba, a hybrid of exercise and Latin dance, will be 

held Wednesdays: 

- 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.:  Feb. 1, 8, and 15 

- 6 to 7 p.m.:  Feb. 22-end of April (except April 4) 

Cost: $5 drop-in per class. Try your first class for free! 

Freewill offering for ELCA Malaria Campaign 

Parents of Special Needs Children 
This group provides support and education for parents 

with special needs children, with a particular emphasis 

on behavioral issues. All are welcome. Childcare is  

provided. All meetings are held 6:15ð7:45 p.m. in 

Room 125 (near Church Office). 

Upcoming Meetings: 

- Wednesday, Feb. 1ï Kurt Ellis, Family Therapist 

- Wednesday, Feb. 15 ï Networking and Support 

Wild Wednesdays  

Through Feb. 15  

Eat 
Dinner 5:15-6:15 p.m. ($3/person, $12/max per family)   

- Wednesday, Feb. 1 (fried chicken, mashed potatoes/

gravy, dinner rolls, coleslaw, tossed salad and custard, 

prepared by Steve, Amy, Charlotte and Isaac Stephan) 

- Wednesday, Feb. 8 (Penne with spaghetti sauce, meat-

balls, garlic bread, salad and chocolate chip cookies, 

prepared by Brian, Sue and Garrett Bakkila) 

- Wednesday, Feb. 15 (Sloppy joes, baked beans,  

potatoes, fruit and salad, prepared by Bob, Kim, Jack 

and Jennifer Martin) 

Lenten  

Soup Suppers 
Wednesdays 

Feb. 29 to March 28 

5:30 p.m. 

Join us Wednesdays, Feb. 29 through 

March 28 at 5:30 p.m. in Centennial Hall 

for Trinityôs Lenten Soup Suppers. 

Our five weekly Soup Suppers feature a 

delicious array of at least 16 soups shared 

by Trinity members.  And Trinity provides 

a big pot of Campbellôs chicken noodle 

soup each week since the kids love it. 

While there is no charge for Soup Suppers, 

we do ask that, if possible, you help in 

some way.  

Choose one or more ways to get involved 

(sign up on clipboards at church): 

- Bring soup, bread or butter.  Homemade 

or ready-to-heat purchased soups are 

welcome. 

- Help with set up at 4:30 p.m. 

- Help with clean up after the supper (you 

will be done in time to attend worship) 

Questions?  Contact Sylvia Stouten,  

sylvia.stouten@tlcgr.org, 9492492, ext. 21. 

 

Lenten Worship 
Wednesdays 

Feb. 29 to March 28 

7 p.m. 

Our 7 p.m. Wednesday night Lenten worship services feature a lively 

liturgy by Marty Haugen.  Plus, you will hear meaningful messages 

for our Lenten faith journey. 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
Wednesday, Feb. 22 

4 and 7 p.m. 

Start out your Lenten journey at Trinity for Ash Wednesday worship 

services, to be held at 4 and 7 p.m.   

Sing, Play, Watch & Learn 
(Children & Youth)  

- Cantus Choir, 6-6:30 p.m. 

- Augsburg Choir, 6:30-7:15 p.m. 

- Alleluia Chimers Bell Choir, 6-6:30 p.m. 

- Trinity Lutheran Chorale, 7:15-8 p.m. 

- Homework Opportunity Room  

- Movie Room 

- Complementary childcare for infants and children to 

age 5 (freewill offerings are welcome) 


